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note of them in his journal. He learnt that she
had never parted with a dress in the course of her
life and that about three thousand hung in her
wardrobes. On one occasion he experienced some-
thing more than astonishment. Summoned to an
audience, he found Elizabeth standing near a
window, in most unusual attire. Her black taffeta
dress was cut in the Italian fashion, and ornamented
with broad gold bands, the sleeves were open and
lined with crimson. Below this dress, which was
open all down the front, was another of white
damask, open also down to the waist; and below
that again was a white chemise, also open. The
amazed ambassador hardly knew where to look.
Whenever he glanced at the Queen, he seemed to
see far too much, and his embarrassment was still
further increased by the deliberation with which,
from time to time, throwing back her head as she
talked, she took the folds of her dress in her hands
and held them apart, so that, as he described it,
" lui voyait-on tout Testomac jusques aii nombril."
The costume was completed by a red wig, which
fell on to her shoulders and was covered with
magnificent pearls, while strings of pearls were
twisted round her arms, and her wrists were covered
with jewelled bracelets. Sitting down when he
appeared, she discoursed for several hours with the
utmost amiability. The Frenchman was convinced
that she was trying to bewitch him; perhaps she
was; or perhaps the unaccountable woman had